September Borough Councillor Report 2026
In July, a Unitary Council for Gloucestershire was agreed. Last week there was a U-turn by the Government, and we are to stay as we, with no time line for how long. There will therefore be the normal Borough Elections for Councillors next year, but as yet we don’t know the length of office. How we progress going forward, we have not been told at this stage.
 A lot of work has been going into the Strategic Local Plan for Cheltenham, Gloucester and Tewkesbury together. Tewkesbury was to be taking the lion's share of the required houses, as we have the land. We all still need a 5-year land supply for housing. We are asked as a whole County to take 43 000 houses by 2040. The National Planning Policy Framework sets out the planning legislation that all applications are judged against. This has been amended by the Government during the summer recess to make planning easier and quicker, with less local influence, to determine an application.
Work has been done on a Tewkesbury Town Centre Masterplan and Design Guide, which sets out  Tewkesbury's history and how this has been maintained and future aspirations for the Town. It will be on the TBC website and makes interesting reading. It is a good document going forward for the rest of the County to understand Tewkesbury as one of the smaller but important Towns in the County
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